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Australia prioritises investments in
governance because where governance
is poor, development outcomes are also
poor. This is particularly true in fragile
and conflict-affected settings.
Governance influences the extent to
which governments develop and
implement good policy, citizens have
access to basic services, and businesses
flourish.
Strategic direction
Our approach to governance is set out in Effective
Governance: Strategy for Australia’s aid investments. This
strategy guides our official aid expenditure in governance, and
supports our staff to make informed investment choices.
Australia invests in building systems that have a direct role to
play in promoting stability, inclusive economic growth and
poverty reduction, and in advancing gender equality. The
focus of Australia’s aid investments in governance will depend
on the context but may include:
• strengthening transparent and accountable law and
justice systems
• improving the regulatory environment for business
• supporting efforts to tackle corruption
• building fair and broad-based tax systems
• enabling quality public service delivery
• preventing conflict and contributing to inclusive peacebuilding initiatives.
Australia’s work on Effective Governance contributes towards
achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG
16 on peace, justice and effective institutions.
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Pacific

385.2

397.5

East Asia

181.6

183.3

South & West Asia

57.5

59.2

Sub-Saharan Africa & the
Middle East

19.1

13.0

Latin America & the Caribbean

1.5

0.5

Rest of the World*

130.0

153.2

Grand Total

775.0

806.8

*Includes ODA that is not attributed to particular countries or regions

Program highlights
• Helping to establish a small claims process in Indonesia for
legal disputes valued at under IDR200 million ($20,000), so
that businesses and individuals have access to a fast and
affordable avenue for resolving cases.
• Supporting Pacific Island countries to prevent and combat
corruption, including through assistance on anti-money
laundering in the Marshall Islands, whistle-blower
protection in the Federated States of Micronesia and public
complaints mechanisms in Palau.
• Working closely with the ministry responsible for economic
reform in Timor-Leste to help diversify the economy,
currently primarily reliant on oil and gas revenue. This will
help make Timor-Leste’s economy more resilient and
sustainable in the future.
• Increasing women’s leadership in the Pacific, including in
Vanuatu where our support to the Vanuatu Women in
Shared Decision Making (WISDM) coalition has helped
increase women’s political participation in municipal
councils in Port Vila, Efate and Luganville.
• Encouraging political dialogue, supporting peace
negotiations, and promoting the role of women in peacebuilding efforts in Myanmar and the Philippines.

Key framework document
- Effective Governance: Strategy for Australia's aid

investments

@DFAT
DFAT.GOV.AU

