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Australia supports social protection
programs to help poor people deal with
predictable daily stresses and
unexpected shocks. They address risk,
vulnerability, inequality and poverty
through a system of transfers to people
in cash or in kind. These transfers can
unlock the economic potential of the
poorest and contribute to inclusive
growth.
ODA = Official Development Assistance

Strategic direction
Social protection is a relatively new space for the Australian
aid program, but one which is growing in importance in the
Indo-Pacific region.
Australia’s approach is outlined in the Strategy for Australia’s
Aid Investments in Social Protection. This strategy guides our
official aid expenditure in social protection, and supports our
program teams to make informed investment choices within
their respective global, regional or country level allocations.
Australia's approach to social protection typically involves
leveraging partner governments' own funding to improve
social protection for the poor and vulnerable, contributing to
human development and economic growth outcomes.
We work in economic partnership with a number of
governments in the region including Indonesia, Bangladesh,
the Philippines, Laos and Timor-Leste to improve the
effectiveness, efficiency and reach of their systems.
Australia’s aid investments in social protection pursue three
objectives:
• improve social protection coverage in the Indo-Pacific
• improve the quality of social protection systems
• enhance our partner governments’ ability to make choices
on appropriate programs and systems for their context.
Australia’s work in social protection contributes directly
towards achieving SDG 1 and indirectly to SDGs 8 and 10 of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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Program highlights
• Assisting the Indonesian Government to improve its
targeting of social protection programs, including by
updating a unified database comprising 25.8 million
households. The database improved the government
targeting for a range of social protection programs,
including the Family Hope conditional cash transfer
program that benefited around 3.5 million very poor
households, and the Smart Indonesia cash transfer program
that benefitted 18.9 million poor students in 2015.
• Australia’s support to Program Peduli in Indonesia has
helped to improve access to services, including social
protection programs, for some of Indonesia’s most
marginalised people, including those with disabilities,
indigenous minorities, and vulnerable youth and children.
• In the Philippines, Australia’s support for poverty targeting
contributed to the Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) program
reaching 4.4 million poor households. The program has
lifted 1.5 million households out of poverty since 2010. We
have also assisted in making the program better targeted
towards vulnerable groups such as indigenous peoples and
people with a disability.
• Supporting extremely poor people in Bangladesh by
contributing to social transfers for 85,264 households and
increasing incomes for 114,506 households in 2015-16.
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