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→ �The Australian Department of Social 
Services is engaging with Migration 
Council of Australia to determine options 
for sharing experiences with German 
counterparts on the Friendly Nation 

Initiative, a business-led strategy to 
increase employment, training, and 
internship opportunities for refugees and 
humanitarian migrants in Australia.

The challenge of attracting skilled 
labour into our respectice countries 
have proven a fertile ground for 
bilateral engagement.

Over the last decades, millions of migrants were successfully integrated into the German society. 
In this picture, State Minister Prof Dr Maria Böhmer meets young people of Turkish origin 
during her time as Federal Integration Commissioner.



12� Collaboration, innovation & opportunity

ENHANCED CULTURAL 
AND SPORTING LINKS, AND 
COOPERATION ON WINE MAKING

Australia and Germany boast vibrant cultural diversity and enjoy a long 
history of fruitful exchange in the arts and sports. Australia and Germany both 
have successful wine industries, and there is significant potential to expand 
cooperation and share common industry experience for mutual gain.

→ �Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop 
announced in September 2016 that 
Australia would bring the Australia now 
cultural diplomacy program to Germany in 
2017. The program will build on the long-
standing cultural connections between our 
countries’ artists and cultural institutions. 
Preparations are well advanced to present 
contemporary Australian creativity, 
innovation and diversity to Germany’s 
sophisticated audiences. The program 
will include performances by Bangarra 
Dance Theatre, Australian films at the 
Berlin International Film Festival, visual art 
exhibitions and dialogues on civic spaces, 
urban renewal, innovation and science.

→ �The Australian Department of 
Communications and the Arts has listed 
Germany as a priority country in the 
international cultural diplomacy stream 
of the Catalyst program. This listing will 
assist cultural and artistic organisations in 
both countries to create new partnerships 
and stimulate even greater participation by 
Australians and Germans in each other’s 
cultural activities. Catalyst funding will 
assist tours to Germany in late 2016 and 
2017 by Australia’s Back to Back Theatre, 
Chunky Move and Circa Contemporary 
Circus, as well as collaborations in Germany 
and Australia between the Australian Dance 
Theatre and Staatstheater Mainz. 

→ �With financial support from the Australian 
Department of Communications and the 
Arts, the Canberra Symphony Orchestra 
(CSO) has advanced preparations for 
a joint gala opera performance with 
the Saarbrücken State Opera House in 
Canberra in July 2017. The opera gala will 
bring to Australia six of the Saarländisches 
Staatstheater’s best opera artists to perform 
with the CSO. The German singers will 
extend their stay for masterclasses and 
networking opportunities to create new 
connections with Australian artists. 

→ �Football Federation Australia and the 
German Football Association are in 
advanced discussions on a series of 
international friendly matches in 2017. Our 
respective senior men’s and women’s teams 
will play matches in both countries. 

→ �The Australian Department of Health 
and the German Federal Ministry of the 
Interior have concluded negotiations on 
a new bilateral Declaration of Intent on 
Cooperation in Sport. Building on our 
extensive sporting links, the Declaration 
encourages bilateral cooperation in the 
field of sport, including sports education; 
technological exchange, anti-doping and 
knowledge sharing on policies against 
match fixing and illegal sports betting, and 
training of athletes, teams and coaches. 
Our respective ministries plan to sign the 
Declaration in 2017. 

Australia will bring the Australia 
now cultural diplomacy program 
to Germany in 2017.

Australian Foreign Minister Julie 
Bishop with Members of German 
Bundestag Volkmar Klein and Mark 
Hauptmann and Deputy Secretary 
General Gerhard Wahlers, Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation, in Berlin in 
September 2016
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→ �To build on existing exchange between 
Australian and German wineries, the 
German Wine Institute and the Canberra 
International Riesling Challenge are 
developing a German-based winemaking 
internship to be awarded at future 

Riesling Challenges. The counter-seasonal 
internship would allow young Australian 
winemakers to gain experience in European 
winemaking and strengthen cooperation 
between our wine industries.

The German Wine Institute and the 
Canberra International Riesling 
Challenge are developing a German-
based wine-making internship.

Australian Conductor Nicholas Milton is, inter alia, chief conductor of the German 
Saarländisches Staatsorchester and the Canberra Symphony Orchestra.
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