Partnerships for Recovery – Economic Recovery 
Development results delivered by Australia: 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022
Australia provided economic support to the Pacific and Timor-Leste during 2021-22 amidst significant fiscal and economic challenges. This support ensured essential services, including health, education and social protection continued, and vital transport corridors stayed open. Australia’s grants and loans played a key role in addressing countries’ budgetary needs and financing critical infrastructure. Australia’s budget support to Fiji helped the government maintain spending on social protection and support economic reforms. In Papua New Guinea, Australia’s support helped the government to fund the salaries of health workers and the operational costs of primary schools. Australia continued to support the Mekong subregion through the $232 million Mekong–Australia Partnership. This helped boost the subregion’s economic resilience by advancing social and environmental safeguards in infrastructure projects through the Mekong Safeguards Program.

Economic Empowerment
Female entrepreneurs provided with financial and/or business development services – 222,391

Budget Support
Total grant budget support for Pacific Island Countries and Timor-Leste - $297.9 million

Direct budget support helped to ensure governments could maintain their own health care, social services, education and social protection, including food security, during the pandemic by allocating finances where they were most needed. 

Australian budget support - % of domestic revenue 
	Country
	%

	PNG
	1.2%

	Solomon Islands
	7.4%

	Fiji
	6.8%

	Vanuatu
	5.3%

	Samoa
	6.9%

	Tonga
	15.7%

	Kiribati
	0.9%

	Nauru
	3.5%

	Tuvalu
	6.3%

	Timor-Leste
	3.7%




Economic Policy Support
Australia has supported 28 countries with policy and technical advice for longer-term economic recovery.  

Cambodia - Responding to Socio-economic Impacts of COVID-19
Australia, through UNDP, provided technical assistance and analysis to assess the impacts of COVID-19 and inform Cambodia’s COVID-19 cash transfers. Australian-funded modelling found cash transfers contributed to GDP growth in 2021 by 0.45%, to a reduction of unemployment of 0.62%, and a reduction in the poverty rate of 3.4%. 

Vanuatu - Rebuilding Vanuatu’s Tourism Sector
Australia supported the Vanuatu Tourism Office to prepare for Vanuatu’s tourism restart following the opening of its international borders on 1 July 2022. Australia supported the design and implementation of a ‘Brand Vanuatu’ marketing campaign to promote Vanuatu to prospective tourists. Australia is also supporting the drafting of the Vanuatu National Investment Policy to strengthen foreign investment settings.

Solomon Islands - Improving Government Revenue Collection
Australia’s support to Solomon Islands has created a new revenue database and improved customs processing. These improvements have enhanced efficiencies and contributed to recovery of SBD$1.5 (approximately $180,000) million in additional Government revenue in just three months. These savings are helping with efforts to offset declines in other revenue sources.

Supply Chain Support
Australia has partnered with 389 private sector and other partners to ensure supply chains are open.

Pacific and Timor-Leste - Keeping Vital Aviation Routes Open
Australia’s Pacific Flights Program (PFP) enabled the delivery of essential personnel and COVID-19 medical and humanitarian supplies by ensuring critical air connectivity between Australia and eight Pacific island countries and Timor-Leste.  Australia’s partnership with seven different airlines assured the viability of more than 360 flights, moving more than 23,000 passengers and 3,200 tonnes of cargo.
Sri Lanka - Trading in Critical Medical Supplies
Australia, via the ADB’s Trade and Supply Chain Finance Program (TSCFP), supported the ongoing trade of critical medical supplies (test kits, masks, ventilators and pandemic-fighting products). The TSCFP facilitated the funding of up to 40 per cent of Sri Lanka’s COVID-19 vaccines during 2021. The TSCFP worked with 296 private sector businesses during 2021-22. 

Vanuatu - Expansion of Online Trade Portal
Australia supported the ongoing expansion of Vanuatu’s online trade facilitation portal - the first of its kind in the Pacific. The portal is making trade faster, easier, and more reliable by digitising paper-based processes. This has eased the barriers to doing business in Vanuatu by streamlining processes for importers and exporters, helping to keep supply chains open in support of local business.
