Partnerships for Recovery – Health Security
Development results delivered by Australia: 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022
Australia continued to play a critical role in health security for our region by delivering 109.2 million new or improved medical products such as therapeutics, diagnostics, vaccines and additional equipment to partner countries. We worked closely with partner countries to prevent and build capacity to respond to outbreaks of COVID-19 while maintaining essential services, including routine immunisation, sexual and reproductive health and rights, and chronic disease prevention and care. For example, Australia assisted many countries in the Pacific to effectively respond to their first COVID-19 outbreaks by providing technical expertise and health worker training, assisting with vaccination certification and testing, and supporting cold chain infrastructure. Australia provided access to safe and effective vaccines, providing over 39 million COVID-19 vaccine doses to countries in the Pacific and Southeast Asia in 2021-22 through Australia’s regional Vaccine Access and Health Security Initiative ($87.8 million in 2021–22) and commitments to the Quad Vaccine Partnership ($100 million in 2021–22).

Medical Products
Therapeutics (COVID-19) – 24,909
Therapeutics (Non-COVID-19) – 40,850
Diagnostics (COVID-19) – 1,093,861
Diagnostics (Non-COVID-19) – 35,865
Vaccines (COVID-19) – 56,362,950
Vaccines (Non-COVID-19) – 10,000
Additional Equipment (COVID-19) – 51,646,677 
Additional Equipment (Non-COVID-19) – 25,277
TOTAL: Number of new or improved therapeutics, diagnostics, vaccines and additional equipment to which Australia has contributed that are accessible in partner countries in 2021-22 – 109,240,388

Immunisation
Primary vaccination courses against COVID-19 - 28,181,475*
GAVI-supported child immunisation programs – 1,766,400
Other ad hoc campaigns – 376,826
* this represents two COVID-19 vaccine doses per person

Sexual and Reproductive Health
Contraceptive protection from unplanned pregnancies made available through Australian support (Couple Years of Protection) – 3.03 million

PNG Australia Transition to Health 
Australia, via Marie Stopes Papua New Guinea (MSPNG) and local NGO, Susu Mamas, exceeded its sexual and reproductive health targets despite disruptions to the health sector caused by outbreaks of COVID-19. It delivered family planning services for 31,218 people (almost double from 2020); and increased its antenatal care (providing support for 1920 pregnant women) and maternal and child health outreach visits. 

Emergency Assistance
Vulnerable women, men, girls and boys provided with emergency assistance in conflict and crisis situations – 23.31 million
 
Myanmar – Emergency Support Provides Basic Needs 
Australia supported conflict- and crisis-affected communities in Myanmar to meet their basic food, health, education, and water and sanitation needs. Through our humanitarian partners, Australia provided almost 20,000 people with emergency shelter and almost 80,000 people with healthcare. Around 30,000 children were provided with basic education and almost 115,000 people received food assistance. Integration of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), and health services helped to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission among vulnerable communities.

Health Systems and Preparedness
Australia has supported 49 countries to strengthen health systems including preparedness for health emergencies.

Vanuatu - Strengthening public health responses
In 2021, Australia supported Vanuatu's Ministry of Health to develop and launch the Vanuatu Outbreak Alert System (VOAS), a critical surveillance and communications tool to guide transparent and evidence-based public health policy responses. The Vanuatu Government used the VOAS to respond to a nationwide COVID-19 outbreak that commenced in March 2022.

Philippines - Improved Medical Waste Management
Australia helped the Philippine Department of Health to improve its medical waste management practices to prevent the spread of COVID-19 through support for the development of the department’s COVID-19 waste management guide, which is now being used in Philippine healthcare facilities throughout the country.

Indonesia - Improving health system preparedness
Australia, via the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, supported Indonesia's Ministry of Health to increase Indonesia’s preparedness to respond to health threats via the development of an Indonesia prototype whole genomic sequencing (WGS) analytical tool. The tool has accelerated Indonesia's ability to sequence pathogens and improved tracking infectious disease variants. It has potential to strengthen Indonesia’s national health response systems. 

Kiribati - Strengthening Kiribati’s management of communicable disease
Australia supported Kiribati’s Ministry of Health and Medical Services to improve management of priority communicable diseases, including tuberculosis, leprosy and hepatitis, despite the impact of COVID-19 on health systems. Health software improvements allowed more people to be reached with vital health information, and resolved shortages caused by pandemic-induced supply chain disruptions through sourcing and delivering emergency pharmaceutical supplies.

Infectious Disease Outbreak
Australia has assisted 40 countries improve responses to health security threats.

Vietnam - Strengthening Infectious Disease Management
Australia’s work with the University of Sydney and the Woolcock Institute is helping stop the spread of antimicrobial resistant infectious diseases in Vietnam. Australia supported the production of new guidelines for treating infectious diseases within community-level hospitals in Vietnam and modelling the Omicron wave in Vietnam, which informed management of the COVID-19 response in Vietnam’s two largest cities.

Timor-Leste - Improving Diagnosis and Response
[bookmark: _Hlk118447433]Australia, through the Menzies School of Health Research, worked with the Ministry of Health in Timor-Leste to strengthen laboratory capacity to respond to infectious diseases, including COVID-19. Australia's support in establishing infectious disease laboratory diagnostic capabilities including for COVID-19 in all 13 municipalities helped the Timorese to process up to 2,000 tests per day at the peak of the second wave of COVID-19 transmission, which started in August 2021.
Papua New Guinea - Improved Health Emergency Response and Preparedness
Australia, through the World Health Organisation, improved the health emergency preparedness and response capacities of PNG. Australia supported training in field epidemiology with graduates deployed in rapid response teams to investigate COVID-19 cases. These graduates also played key roles in provincial emergency response operations, ongoing disease surveillance and reporting. The structures and systems established for COVID-19 surveillance have been expanded to monitor other diseases in several provinces.
