
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Partnership Framework 
 

Between 
 

The Government of Australia 
 

and 
 

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs 

 
 
Between: The Government of Australia as represented by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, acting through the Australian Agency for International Development hereinafter 
referred to as “AusAID” 
 
And: The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
hereinafter referred to as “OCHA” 
 
Are hereinafter together referred to as “the Parties” 
 
Intend to continue their cooperation in a more strategic and comprehensive manner 
based on the principles set forth in this Partnership Framework. 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES    I 
 
1. The parties mutually acknowledge their commitment to: 

 
a. The alleviation of human suffering in disasters and emergencies 

particularly in the Asia Pacific and Africa. 

b. The principles of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness. 

c. The effective delivery of humanitarian action underpinned at all times by 
the principles of international humanitarian law. 

d. The principles of Good Humanitarian Donorship. 

e. Mutual support for each other to fulfill our respective roles in the delivery 
of humanitarian response.  

f. Monitoring and evaluating the overall outcomes to which we have 
contributed. 

g. Sharing lessons learned in humanitarian action to strengthen the quality 
and effectiveness of joint and separate activities. 

 
SHARED OBJECTIVES    II 
 

2. AusAID has identified OCHA as a key humanitarian partner with which to 
support its objective of assisting countries reduce poverty and achieve sustainable 
development.   AusAID recognizes OCHA as a mandated and effective 
coordinator for humanitarian action, both within and beyond the United Nations.  
AusAID also values OCHA’s role in assisting policy development and advocacy 
of humanitarian issues.  It welcomes the humanitarian reform agenda being led by 
OCHA.  
 

3. OCHA recognizes and values AusAID’s particular interests and expertise in the 
Asia and Pacific and well as its support for principled humanitarian action, aid 
effectiveness and Good Humanitarian Donorship. 

 
4. AusAID fully supports OCHA’s strategic framework for 2007-09, including its 

goals and objectives. 
 

Global 
 

a. Enabling a more rapid and effective response to humanitarian need 
through, among other things, improved coordination and a needs based 
approach to the allocation of humanitarian assistance. 

b. Continuing strategic dialogue and advocacy on emerging and priority 
issues including the humanitarian reform agenda, broader UN reform 
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efforts, transition, civilian-military interactions, and issues that fall across 
or outside of UN agency mandates such as protection and assistance to 
internally displaced persons. 

Regional 

c. Supporting of countries and regional bodies in the Asia Pacific region in 
developing coherent regional and national approaches to disaster risk 
management that align with international disaster management guidelines 
and principles agreed by UN member states.   

d. Ensuring that an appropriate level of resources is effectively applied to 
humanitarian action in the Asia-Pacific region. 

e. Strengthening the role that OCHA plays in regional civilian - military and 
civilian - police coordination at the strategic and operational levels. 

f. Improving the effectiveness of humanitarian action in Africa. 

Country level 

g. Strengthening program activities in target countries.  Areas of potential 
activity include community resilience, improved governance within 
national disaster management agencies and education and awareness 
raising on a range of humanitarian and disaster management issues. 

h. Supporting the integration of disaster risk reduction strategies into UN and 
national planning. 

5. These shared objectives will be achieved by: 
 

a. A commitment by AusAID to providing OCHA with an annual core 
financial contribution. 

b. Additional funding for OCHA country and regional programs on a case by 
case basis. 

c. Strengthened engagement between AusAID and OCHA’s regional office 
in Bangkok and its sub-office in Suva. 

d. A commitment by AusAID to financial contributions to the Central 
Emergency Response Fund and to encouraging others to contribute. 

e. Staff exchanges.  This may include secondments between AusAID and 
OCHA as well as greater use of Australian Youth Ambassadors by OCHA 
and is subject to consideration of administrative and personnel constraints. 

f. An ongoing commitment by AusAID to strategic engagement with OCHA 
through the OCHA Donor Support Group.   
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g. Strengthened strategic dialogue between AusAID and OCHA on current 
and emerging humanitarian priorities including through annual high level 
consultations. 

 
ANNUAL WORK PROGRAM  III 
 

6. The Parties will agree an annual work program informed by the shared objectives 
outlined in Section IV above as well by the Parties’ annual programming 
documentation. 

 
DURATION      IV 
 

7. The Partnership Framework will be in force for a period of four (4) years, starting 
1 January 2009. 

8. This Partnership Framework will come into effect upon the date of the last 
signature on the two original copies. It will be automatically extended on an 
annual basis unless terminated by one of the Parties. 

 
FINCANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS V 
 

9. AusAID is committed to the provision of core funding to its main partners within 
the UN system. In light of the Australian Government’s commitment to continue 
increasing official development assistance (ODA) beyond 2010 so that it reaches 
the funding target of 0.5 per cent of gross national income (GNI) by 2015, and its 
commitment to supporting OCHA, AusAID will provide, subject to annual 
budgetary appropriations by the Australian Government, core funding for OCHA 
for 2009-11, as per the table below: 

2009 AUD 5 million 

2010 AUD 6 million 

2011 AUD 7 million 

2012 AUD 8 million 

 

10. AusAID may, from time to time, make additional contributions to OCHA in 
accordance with available resources, as agreed on a case by case basis. 

11. AusAID and OCHA reaffirm their commitment to the Central Emergency 
Response Fund as a valuable vehicle to provide more timely, more reliable and 
more accountable humanitarian assistance to victims of natural and man-made 
disasters. 
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a. Subject to ongoing performance of the Central Emergency Response 
Fund, AusAID will continue to contribute to it financially 

12. This Partnership Framework applies to all AusAID contributions to OCHA, 
unless otherwise indicated by AusAID, and accordingly sets out all terms and 
conditions applicable to such contributions.  The terms and conditions for core 
and activity specific funding are found at Attachment A.  The terms and 
conditions for AusAID contributions to the Central Emergency Response Fund 
are set out at Attachment B. 

13. AusAID will provide this funding in the first quarter of each calendar year, with 
the first core payment disbursed in the first quarter of 2009. 

 
EXCHANGING LETTERS  VI 
 

14. The funding mechanism will be exchanging letters by the Parties for core funding, 
as well as on a case by case basis for activity funding and CERF funding for 
administrative purposes. Such letters will be informed by the shared objectives 
outlined in Section II above as well by OCHA’s annual programming and activity 
documentation as appropriate.  

15. The letters may include funding advice, AusAID priorities from the OCHA 
annual work program, and as appropriate, activity specific details. The letters will 
also reference the relevant Terms and Conditions for the funding, as set out in the 
Attachment A or B. 

 
 
REPORTING AND REVIEW  VII 

 
16. In respect to measuring the performance of OCHA and its programs, AusAID will 

rely principally on OCHA’s own monitoring and evaluation systems, in particular, 
OCHA’s annual report, which will include reporting on core performance 
indicators.  AusAID will support OCHA’s efforts to harmonize donor-reporting 
requirements. 

17. The direct impact of OCHA’s field performance will be assessed primarily 
through AusAID participation in joint field visits with OCHA.   

18. Achievements and progress against the objectives of this Partnership Framework 
will be measured through regular dialogue, in particular though high level 
bilateral discussions between AusAID and OCHA.  AusAID and OCHA will aim 
to hold these discussions once a year at a mutually arranged date and place. 

19. A joint evaluation of the Partnership Framework will be conducted approximately 
twelve months before its end to determine its value and impact. 
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