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  > Titles, decorations and awards 

Titles 

• Titles granted by the Crown or the Australian Government, such as peerages and knighthoods, 
may be included in the name field on the Australian travel document (ATD).  

• Australia considers the prefix in these cases to be legally part of the person’s name. Anyone 
on whom such a title has been conferred should write the appropriate title as part of their 
name on the application form.  

• Members of the House of Lords and their spouses would complete the form as follows: 

— Lord (surname), (given names) 

• Knights and their spouses would write their names as follows: 

— (surname), Sir (given names)  

— Lady (surname), (given names)  

— (surname), Dame (given names) 

• Titles that were purchased by the customer are not accepted. 

• Evidence to confirm the grant of the title must be provided.  

Decorations and awards 

• Decorations and awards conferred by the Crown (e.g. Member of the British Empire) or the 
Australian Government (e.g. Order of Australia Medal) may be included in an observation 
printed on the ATD (opposite the data page).  

• The observation should reflect the full name of the decoration or award, not its abbreviation, 
for example “Member of the British Empire”, not “MBE” as follows:  

— Bearer holds the award of Member of the British Empire 

• Decorations and awards should not be included in the name field of the ATD.  

• Evidence to confirm the decoration or award must be provided. 

Non Australian titles, decorations and awards 

• Titles, decorations and awards not granted or conferred by the Crown or by the Australian 
Government, or which were purchased by the customer, must not be included in the name 
field or as an observation on the ATD. 
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 > Diplomatic titles - observations 
• An {{Observation  may be printed on a diplomatic passport to indicate the 

diplomatic title of the holder. 

• The following position designations are approved for use in diplomatic passports: 

— Ambassador 

— High Commissioner 

— Deputy High Commissioner (if acceptable to the receiving country) 

— Minister 

— Minister-Counsellor 

— Counsellor 

— First Secretary 

— Second Secretary 

— Third Secretary 

— Attaché 

— Consul-General 

— Deputy Consul-General 

— Consul 

— Vice-Consul. 

• Where required by the local Foreign Ministry, the following position designations may be 
used: 

— Counsellor and Consul-General 

— First Secretary and Consul 

— Second Secretary and Consul 

— Third Secretary and Vice-Consul 

— Attaché and Vice-Consul 

— Counsellor (xxx) 

— First Secretary (xxx) 

— Second Secretary (xxx) 

— Third Secretary (xxx) 

• For the above, (xxx) may be Defence, Immigration, Trade, Commercial, Economic, Education, 
Customs, Police Liaison, Medical, Administrative or Consular and Administrative. 
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 > Other titles - observations 
• Titles granted by the Crown or the Australian Government, such as peerages and knighthoods, 

may be included in the name field on the {{Data page of an {{Australian Travel 
Document  ({{ATD   

• Decorations and awards conferred by the Crown (e.g. Member of the British Empire) or the 
Australian Government (e.g. Order of Australia Medal) may be included in an 
{{Observation  on the {{Observation  page of the 
{{ATD . 

• Courtesy, professional or academic titles or qualifications (such as Mr, Mrs, Dr, Professor) 
must not be included in either the name field on the {{Data page  or in an 
{{Observation  in the {{ATD  

 

s 47E(d)
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 > Long given names, surnames and 
place names - observations 
An {{observation  may be printed on the Australian Travel Document to indicate that 
a {{given name , {{surname  or {{place of birth  has been 
shortened on the {{data page  because it has too many characters to fit in the space 
allowed.  
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