




pools and tropical gardens. The complex also backs onto Port Douglas’s famous 4 mile beach. The rooms 
are luxurious and the hotel can guarantee that all delegates get a similar room. The conference will be held 
on site and they have all the necessary facilities, such as catering and AV equipment. The hotel has 
excellent bar and restaurant facilities that are perfect for our cocktail reception welcome event and group 
dinner. The resort is located about 3 kilometres from the centre of Port Douglas. The hotel offers a free 
shuttle bus service for guests to and from the central restaurant and shopping precinct. We will charter a 
bus to transport delegates to and from Cairns and our group activities. 

 

 
Image: aerial view of the Sheraton Grand Mirage Resort Port Douglas 

The Cairns Hilton is the cheaper of the 3 hotel options.  

 We also have some concerns about delegate safety given the 
high crime rate in Cairns. 

The Pullmans Port Douglas is a good second option, however we feel the Sheraton is the better option. 
Pullmans have a limited number of studio and 1 bedroom apartments. Delegates will have different style 
rooms and some will have 2 bedroom apartments with the 2nd bedroom blocked off. The resort facilities are 
better at Sheraton and the rooms are not as spread out. When we were showed around the Pullmans we 
were driven in a golf cart as the rooms were spread around the resort.  

We explored the Tjapukai Cultural Park and Conference Centre as a venue for our conference. The venue is 
too large for the number of delegates.  The 
centre is located about 20 minutes out of Cairns and is not as convenient as having the accommodation and 
conference in the same location. 

Activities  
We road tested several activities and events. We feel that Hartley’s Wildlife Park and Mossman Gorge will 
give the delegates a truly Australian experience. They will see crocodiles and native wildlife and have their 
photo taken with a koala at Hartley’s. At Mossman Gorge they will learn about indigenous history and 
culture from an indigenous guide. They will have the option of a cooling dip in the gorge after the tour. 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 LEX 11837

s 47C(1)

s 47C(1)




