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Summary 
  
Following the 14 March leaders’ announcement of the AUKUS optimal pathway, we briefed 

the Canberra-based diplomatic corps on announcement details and answered questions about 
next steps. The briefings helped to build further understanding of the strategic and technical 
details of the announcement, buttressing posts’ in-country advocacy.  

 

 

 
  
 

  
On 14 and 15 March FAS AKD, DFAT (deZoeten), AS NPSTF, Defence ( ) and FAS 
Quad, AUKUS and Naval Shipbuilding, PM&C (Wood) undertook a series of briefings for 
the Canberra-based diplomatic corps following the 14 March AUKUS leaders’ announcement 

of the nuclear-powered submarines optimal pathway.  Director-General ASNO (Shaw), 
Ambassador Arms Control and Non-Proliferation (Biggs) and AS NPSTF, Defence ( ) 
also joined the well-attended sessions which attracted strong Ambassadorial and Defence 
Adviser-level representation.  A total of 62 missions attended.   

  
2.  We used the briefings to amplify key messages from leaders, to outline the phases of the 
optimal pathway and to reiterate key AUKUS messages on non-proliferation, environmental 
and safety regulation and our demonstrated commitment to transparency.  Disinformation 

was also a key focus of our advocacy, with speakers encouraging those in attendance to 
engage with counterparts here and with Australian representatives in capitals to ensure the 
accuracy of information they were receiving.  Copies of the 14 March leaders’ statement and 
the Australian public report were distributed to all attendees.  
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