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Can this proposal be funded from within your existing divisional allocation (departmental/aid)? Not Applicable

If the proposal high risk/high value (over $100m) concept has been approved by the Aid Governance Board? Not Applicable
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Ministerial colleagues can be scheduled at
the earliest opportunity.

Israel and the Palestinian Territories: Changes to nomenclature

Key Issues: The West Bank and Gaza were occupied by Israel following the 1967 war and remain so today.
It has been the practice of the Australian Government to refer to these areas as the ‘Palestinian Territories’,
without the term ‘Occupied’. Our current approach is at odds with many likemindeds and with the UN,
which uses the term ‘Occupied Palestinian Territory’ in reports and resolutions. s 33(a)(ii), s 47C, s 47E(d);

!

Recommendation: Decision:

That you:

a) Note your previous agreement (MS523-000236) that Australia refer publicly to N -‘d
Israeli settlement activity as illegal under international law. L7

b) Agree that the Australian Government come into line with key likemindeds Agréé [ Not Agreed
and the UN and formally adopt the term ‘Occupied Palestinian Territories’.

c) s 33(a)(iii), s 47E(d) i Si%gd / Not Signed

s 33(a)(iii), s 34(3), s47E(d) | Agred [/ Not Agreed
s 33(a)(iii), s 47E(d)

s 33(a)(iii), s 47E(d)

Information: Noted
Tim Watts
7
From: Ridwaan Jadwat, FAS MAD, SGG, s 22(1)(a)(ii) ] Contact: S 22(1)(a)(ii), Director LVS, s 22(1 )a)ii) |

Can this proposal be funded from within your existing divisional allocation (departmental/aid)? Not Applicable
If the proposal high risk/high value (over $100m) concept has been approved by the Aid Governance Board? Not Applicable
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Background:

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and Gaza were occupied by Israel following the 1967 war and
remain so today. " <+

2.1t has been the practice of the Australian Government to refer to the West Bank and Gaza as the
‘Palestinian Territories’. Although there had been instances of use of the term ‘Occupied’ prior to then, in 2014
then Attorney-General Brandis said it would not be the practice of the Australian Government to use the term
inrelation to East Jerusalem. This remains our practice for the Palestinian Territories more broadly.

3. This practice has not stood in the way of us voting in favour of UN General Assembly (UNGA) resolutions that
use the UN nomenclature ‘Occupied Palestinian Territory’. In 2022, we supported five Israeli-Palestinian
focused UNGA resolutions which used this term. Four of these five UNGA resolutions also referred to Israel as
‘the occupying Power’, as does UN Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 2334 of 2016 (which Australia
supported).'s 33(a)(iii), s 47C, s 47E(d)

4. Our position is at odds with the approaches of many likemindeds. The EU, UK and New Zealand use the term
‘Occupied Palestinian Territories’ ™™™

s 33(a)(iii), s 34(3), s 47C, s 4TE(d)
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