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King is one of only three Independents in the US Senate, though he (and his independent colleague Sen. 
Bernie Sanders) caucus and mostly vote with Democrats. He has said regarding his decision to not associate 
with a party that he found issue with Democrats on taxation and regulation issues, and with Republicans on 
social issues – though his Senate record proves he votes with Democrats 92 per cent of the time.  

A leading voice on the importance of improving America's cybersecurity, King is the Senate Co-Chair of the 
Cyberspace Solarium Commission (CSC) alongside Congressman Mike Gallagher (R-WI). The CSC was originally 
established by Congress to “develop a consensus on a strategic approach to defending the United States in 
cyberspace against cyber attacks of significant consequences.” The CSC succeeded in having 25 of their major 
policy recommendations included in the 2021 NDAA, including the establishment of the Office of the National 
Cyber Director and expanded subpoena and threat-hunting authorities for the CISA. The Commission’s 
mandate from Congress expired in December 2021, but recognising an ongoing need for its work, the body 
exists in a modified form as a non-profit, with Gallagher and King continuing as co-chairs. 

King will face re-election in 2024 and has said he plans to run. 

Fun Fact: For nearly two decades, King hosted a public television program, making him a well-known figure in Maine. 
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WICKER, COLLINS, COLLEAGUES CALL ON PRESIDENT BIDEN TO EXPAND U.S. SUBMARINE 

INDUSTRIAL BASE 

GOP National Security Leaders: Implementing AUKUS Deal Will Require 
‘Generational Investments’ In U.S. Sub Production Capacity 

JULY 27, 2023 

WASHINGTON – U.S. Senators Roger Wicker, R-Miss., ranking member of the Senate Armed Services 

Committee, and Susan Collins, R-Maine, Vice Chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee, today led 23 of 

their Senate and House colleagues on a letter to President Joseph R. Biden calling on the president to take 

immediate action to strengthen the U.S. submarine industrial base as the U.S. works to fulfill the terms of the 

historic Australia-United Kingdom-United States (AUKUS) partnership. 

In the letter, the legislators emphasize their support for the AUKUS deal and argue that the U.S. submarine 

industrial base will require major new investments and a comprehensive plan of action to meet the needs of 

both the United States and Australia. 

“We urge you to send Congress immediately an AUKUS-specific request for appropriations and authorities 

alongside a multi-year plan to increase U.S. submarine production to a minimum of 2.5 Virginia-class attack 

submarines per year. It is time to make generational investments in U.S. submarine production capacity, 

including supplier and workforce development initiatives,” the legislators wrote. 

Joining Wicker and Collins on the letter are Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., Senators Tom 

Cotton, R-Ark., John Cornyn, R-Texas, Mike Rounds, R-S.D., Mitt Romney, R-Utah, Ted Budd, R-N.C., Eric 

Schmitt, R-Mo., Rick Scott, R-Fla., Bill Hagerty, R-Tenn., Ted Cruz, R-Texas, Pete Ricketts, R-Neb., Deb 

Fischer, R-Neb., Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, Tommy Tuberville, R-Ala., Steve Daines, R-Mont., John Kennedy, R-La., 

Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., John Thune, R-S.D., Katie Britt, R-Ala., Markwayne Mullin, R-Okla, and Reps. Rob 

Wittman, R-Va., Doug Lamborn, R-Colo., and Jen Kiggans, R-Va. 

Dear President Biden, 

We support the vision of the Australia-United Kingdom-United States (AUKUS) partnership and its potential to 

change the strategic landscape in the Indo-Pacific. The AUKUS agreement is vitally important, but we must 

simultaneously protect U.S. national security. 
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Accordingly, we urge you to send Congress immediately an AUKUS-specific request for appropriations and 

authorities alongside a multi-year plan to increase U.S. submarine production to a minimum of 2.5 Virginia-

class attack submarines per year. It is time to make generational investments in U.S. submarine production 

capacity, including supplier and workforce development initiatives. 

AUKUS has broad support because of its potential to improve the national security of all three countries. 

Implementing this deal will require a historic degree of cooperation and trust among the three countries, and 

here at home, between the executive and legislative branches of our government. 

The administration’s current plan requires the transfer of three U.S. Virginia-class attack submarines to 

Australia from the existing U.S. submarine fleet without a clear plan for replacing these submarines. This plan, 

if implemented without change, would unacceptably weaken the U.S. fleet even as China seeks to expand its 

military power and influence. 

The U.S. Navy’s military requirement is 66 nuclear attack submarines. Today, there are only 49 in the fleet. 

Further, as older nuclear submarines retire faster than they are replaced, the Navy projects the inventory will 

decline to 46 by 2030. Under the current AUKUS plan to transfer U.S. Virginia-class submarines to a partner 

nation before meeting the Navy’s own requirements, the number of available nuclear submarines in the U.S. 

submarine fleet would be lowered further. This is a risk we should not take. 

The U.S. submarine industrial base is currently producing an average of 1.2 Virginia-class attack submarines 

per year, despite needing to produce two per year. To make up for the sale of at least three attack submarines 

to Australia, the U.S. would have to produce somewhere between 2.3 to 2.5 submarines per year to avoid 

further shrinking our fleet’s operational capacity. 

The administration and Congress need to be willing to make the necessary investments into the U.S. 

submarine industrial base that will advance the security of the United States, Australia, and the United 

Kingdom. 

We look forward to working with your administration to take the steps to implement the vision of AUKUS fully, 

including investments in the U.S. submarine industrial base. The enhanced security of the United States – and 

Australia and the United Kingdom – depend on our mutual collaboration and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

 

DFAT - DECLASSIFIED - RELEASED UNDER FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 LEX 9586

51



From: @dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 11 October 2023 1:52 PM 
To: @defence.gov.au>;  

@defence.gov.au>; Dougal McInnes <Dougal.McInnes@dfat.gov.au>;  
@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; Executive Office 
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Subject: URGENT : HOM and Risch phone call -   
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Hi all 
 
Thanks for the conversations about this last minute call between Senator Jim Risch Ranking Member 
SFRC and the Ambassador  

 
 also seeks an update on the status of AUKUS legislation in Congress. 
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Transcript of Signal Message  
 
Date: Saturday, 4 November 2023 
 
From:   
 
To: HOM  
 
Hi Ambassador -  here. Suzanne asked me to send you some points for your chat to Chair 
McCaul today:  
 
- Our priority remains bipartisan legislation passing this year on all parts of the AUKUS agenda.  
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