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Australian Government

States and Territory 

Governments

Local Government

Emergency Management Context
Include The 2019 Royal 

Commission

- Indigenous Fire Control

- Role of science and 

models

- Examination of 

environmental and 

social aspects
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• Spans all hazards

• Recognises the primacy of State & 

Territory response

• Defines the central principles and 

objectives of a national crisis response

– coordination, continuity, 

sustainability, proportionality, 

accountability, integration

• Identifies lead Agencies and Ministers for 

events

– Where no lead, defaults to Minister 

for Home Affairs

• Enables National coordination and 

delivery of Commonwealth capability

Australian Government Crisis Management Framework

AGCMF Version 3.0
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• 7 main stages

• Recognises three main 

“domains”

– Governance and control

– Response and 

coordination

– Recovery and 

reconstructions

National Disaster Management and Recovery Continuum

AGCMF Version 3.0
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Australian Government Non-Financial Assistance

Australian Government

States and Territory 

Governments

Local Governments 

and Australian 

Communities

Emergency Management Australia

COMDISPLAN

States & Territory 

Coordination Centers

Local and Regional 

Operation centers
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• The Government’s role during disasters and emergencies is governed by a number of 
plans and frameworks; principally the AGCMF, and the COMDISPLAN, neither of which 
have a legislative basis.

• The COMDISPLAN is the plan for the provision of Australian Government ‘non-financial 
assistance’ to Australian states and territories in an emergency or disaster. The Minister 
responsible for Emergency Management must authorise approval for the provision of 
Australian Government non-financial assistance. 

• The term ‘non-financial assistance’ refers, but is not limited to: planning expertise, 
provision of mapping services, counselling, advice, management of external resources 
and physical assistance. 

• Under COMDISPLAN an affected jurisdiction encompasses mainland Australian states 
and territories and the offshore territories of: Ashmore and Cartier Islands, Australian 
Antarctic Territory, Christmas Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Coral Sea Islands, Heard 
and McDonald Islands and Norfolk Island. 

• Australian state and territory governments have responsibility for coordinating and 
planning for the response to and recovery from a disaster within their borders. When the 
total resources (government, community and commercial) of an affected jurisdiction 
cannot reasonably cope with the needs of the situation, the nominated official can seek 
non-financial assistance from the Australian Government under COMDISPLAN.

EMA

• Coordinate

• Refine

Deliver Effect

• Logistics

• Planning

• Health

• Surge 
Workforce

Event

• Fire

• Flood

• Weather

Jurisdiction

• Seek outcome

• Jurisdiction

• Territories

COMDISPLAN
Australian Government Disaster Response Plan (COMDISPLAN)
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• Nationally consistent 

warning system

– Sequence

– Symbols

– Actions

• Common Events

– bushfire, flood, cyclone, 

heatwave and extreme 

weather (storm)

– Can be used for other 

events

Australian Warning System
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• Open expertise based 

collaboration to resolve 

service continuity challenges

– Food supply and 

supermarkets

– Interstate freight

– Farm-based work

– Education sector

National Coordination Mechanism



• Australian Government Crisis Management 

Framework

• AIDR Manuals

• 2019 Bushfire Royal Commission

• National Disaster planning framework

• NRRA (www.recovery.gov.au) 

Additional Resources

http://www.recovery.gov.au/
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Questions ?
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