HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL – 44° Session

INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE with Ms. Virginia Gamba, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict 
Geneva, 2 July 2020

Statement of the Group of Friends on CAAC
Madam President,

It is my pleasure to deliver this statement on behalf of the Group of Friends on Children and Armed Conflict in Geneva comprised of 27 States[footnoteRef:1] and co-chaired by Belgium and Uruguay.  [1: The Group of Friends on Children and Armed Conflict includes the following States: Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Croatia, Czechia, Estonia, Germany, Guatemala, Hungary, Italy, Jordan, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, Malta, Morocco, Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, France, United Kingdom, Uruguay.] 


Our group wishes to express its continued strong support for the SRSG and the CAAC mandate. We stress the importance of its Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism, and of the need for objectivity in decisions to list and de-list parties to conflict in the annexes of the Secretary-General’s report. It is crucial that the latter continue to be based on facts on the ground, as verified and reported through the MRM, as well as on the criteria established by the UN Security Council. We encourage full implementation of all action plans and commitments. 

We welcome the work undertaken by the SRSG during 2019, and we commend in particular efforts in support of action plans, the launching of the new global ACT to Protect campaign, and work with regional and sub-regional organizations and the technical assistance provided to States. 

Despite our efforts, we deeply regret that children continue to be recruited and used by armed groups and forces, while only a fraction have benefited from sustainable reintegration programmes.  Indeed, our group remains deeply concerned about the scale and severity of international law violations and abuses committed against children in the context of armed conflicts, including their killing and maiming, their recruitment and use by all parties to conflict, all forms of sexual and gender-based violence, and their abduction by armed groups and forces. We are shocked by continued attacks against schools and hospitals in violation of international humanitarian law, and remain concerned about children unlawfully remaining in detention for alleged or actual association with armed groups and forces.

We reiterate our call on States to end impunity for perpetrators of all six grave violations and abuses against children in armed conflict, which is indispensable to end the cycle of violence and to contribute to sustaining peace and development, welcoming the positive steps taken by several States. We recognize the complementary role of the International Criminal Court in this regard. We also call on States to focus on long-term rehabilitation and reintegration of children, ensuring international juvenile justice standards and due process are applied to any criminal proceedings involving a child, as well as to prevent secondary victimization. Protecting children and upholding their human rights in situations of armed conflict contributes to conflict prevention and to building peace by supporting successful reconciliation, reintegration and development.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, we stress our concern on the impact of COVID-19 on children in armed conflicts. It increases their exposure to additional forms of violence, exploitation and abuse, and puts further obstacles for them to realize their right to education and the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health by impeding access to such services. Especially girls are at risk of losing permanent access to education as well as having a higher risk of being forced into child marriage and experiencing gender-based violence. The impact of COVID-19 is especially worrying considering that, as mentioned in the report, in 2019 we witnessed the increase of denial of humanitarian access to children in conflict zones. We therefore call upon all parties to conflicts to ensure the removal of all impediments thereto, as well as to undertake appropriate measures to mitigate the medium and long-term consequences of the pandemic on the enjoyment of children’s rights. We would like to ask the SRSG if she could share her main recommendations to States in that regard.
