
The Mining for Development Initiative will support the 
implementation of the following key drivers of change in the  
mining sector in developing countries, which are critical to  
support achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

Key drivers of change

1.	 Governments—government capacity and willingness to: (i) transparently and 
effectively collect, manage and reinvest extractives revenue; (ii) establish and 
enforce clear, stable and fair regulatory, institutional and policy frameworks 
(including appropriate legislation on land issues, occupational health and safety 
and human rights); and (iii) attract and negotiate with foreign investors.

2.	 Companies—corporate policies and practices in relation to issues such 
as local employment and environmental stewardship.

3.	 Civil society—community representation and participation in decision-making 
processes; effective civil society oversight.

Sustainable mining practices can support developing countries to 
achieve the Millennium Development Goals in the following ways.

  

Eradicate Extreme  
Poverty and Hunger

Creating jobs for the local community with generally higher 

income-earning opportunities.

Investing in local economic and social infrastructure.

Stimulating the local economy through ongoing use of local 

goods and services.

Achieve Universal 
Primary Education

Schools constructed by mining companies or by governments 

choosing to reinvest revenues in their people.

Better transport infrastructure and networks improve access  

to schools.

8 Australia’s Mining for Development Initiative� www.ausaid.gov.au

Supporting the Millennium 
Development Goals



99

  

Promote Gender 
Equality and 

Empower Woman

Improving community social services.

Increasing wage employment opportunities for women.

Families have sufficient income to send girls to school.

Reduce Child 
Mortality

Health care and medical facilities constructed by mining 

companies or by governments choosing to reinvest revenues  

in human capital.

Better transport infrastructure and networks improve access  

to healthcare.

Families have sufficient income to access facilities and  

buy medicine.

 
Improve Maternal 

Health

Combat HIV/AIDS, 
Malaria and  

Other Diseases

Education about HIV/AIDS and safe sex and condom 

distribution programs reduce transmission.

Ensure Environmental 
Sustainability

Areas rehabilitated and revegetated to increase forestation  

and habitats promoting biodiversity.

Sustainable water supply and sanitation access facilitated by 

mining companies or by governments choosing to reinvest 

revenues in their people.
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