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NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

 
 
 

Note 3.2A: Reconciliation of the Opening and Closing Balances of Property, Plant and Equipment and Intangibles 
(continued) 

 

Accounting policy 
Non-financial assets are recorded at cost on acquisition except as stated below. The cost of acquisition includes the fair value of 
assets transferred in exchange and liabilities undertaken.  

Non-financial assets acquired at no cost, or for nominal consideration, are initially recognised as assets and income at their fair 
value at the date of acquisition, unless acquired as a consequence of restructuring of administrative arrangements. In the latter case, 
assets are initially recognised as contributions by owners at the amounts at which they were recognised in the transferor's accounts 
immediately prior to the restructuring. 

Asset Recognition Threshold 

Purchases of property, plant and equipment are recognised initially at cost in the Statement of Financial Position, except for 
purchases costing less than $5,000 (2018: $5,000), which are expensed in the year of acquisition (other than where they form part 
of a group of similar items which are significant in total). 

The initial cost of an asset includes an estimate of the cost of dismantling and removing the item and restoring the site on which it 
is located. This is particularly relevant to 'make good' provisions in property leases taken up by DFAT where there exists an 
obligation to restore the property to its original condition on termination of the lease. These costs are included in the value of 
DFAT's leasehold improvements with a corresponding provision for the 'make good' disclosed in Note 3.4A: Other Provisions. 

Depreciation 

Depreciable property, plant and equipment assets are written-down to their estimated residual values over their estimated useful 
lives to DFAT using, in all cases, the straight-line method of depreciation. Depreciation and amortisation rates (useful lives), 
residual values and methods are reviewed at each reporting date and necessary adjustments are recognised in the current, or current 
and future reporting periods, as appropriate. 

Depreciation rates applying to each class of depreciable asset are based on the following typical useful lives: 

Asset Class 2019 2018 

Buildings Based on remaining useful life Based on remaining useful life 

Leasehold Improvements Lesser of lease term or up to 15 years Lesser of lease term or up to 15 years 

Plant and Equipment (other than Works 
of Art) 

3 to 25 years 3 to 25 years 

Plant and Equipment (Works of Art) 100 years 100 years 

Revaluations 

Following initial recognition at cost, property, plant and equipment are carried at fair value less subsequent accumulated 
depreciation and accumulated impairment losses. Valuations are conducted with sufficient frequency to ensure the carrying amount 
of assets did not differ materially from the assets' fair value as at the reporting date. The regularity of independent valuations 
depends upon the volatility of movements in market values for the relevant assets. 

Revaluation adjustments are made on a class basis.  Any revaluation increment is credited to equity under the heading of asset 
revaluation surplus except to the extent that it reversed a previous revaluation decrement of the same asset class that was previously 
recognised in the surplus / deficit.  Revaluation decrements for a class of assets are recognised directly in the surplus / deficit 
except to the extent that they reversed a previous revaluation increment for that class.  

Any accumulated depreciation as at the revaluation date is eliminated against the gross carrying amount of the asset and the asset 
restated to the re-valued amount. Assets held overseas are valued in local currencies and translated into Australian dollars at the 
exchange rates current at revaluation date. 

De-recognition 

An item of property, plant and equipment is derecognised upon disposal or when no further future economic benefits are expected 
from its use or disposal. 
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Note 3.2A: Reconciliation of the Opening and Closing Balances of Property, Plant and Equipment and Intangibles 
(continued) 
 
Impairment 
 

All assets were assessed for impairment at 30 June 2019. Where indications of impairment existed, the asset's recoverable amount 
was estimated and an impairment adjustment made if the asset's recoverable amount was less than its carrying amount. 
The recoverable amount of any asset is the higher of its fair value less costs of disposal and its value in use. Value in use is the 
present value of the future cash flows expected to be derived from the asset. Where the future economic benefit of an asset is not 
primarily dependent on the asset's ability to generate future cash flows, and the asset would be replaced if DFAT were deprived of 
the asset, its value in use is taken to be its depreciated replacement cost. 

Intangibles 

DFAT's intangibles comprise purchased and internally developed software for internal use.  These assets are carried at cost less 
accumulated amortisation and accumulated impairment losses. 
Software is amortised on a straight-line basis over its anticipated useful life.  The useful life of DFAT’s software is 5 to 10 years 
(2018: 5 to 10 years). 
All software assets were assessed for indications of impairment as at 30 June 2019. 
 
Assets held for sale 
 

Non-current assets are classified as held for sale if the carrying amount is to be recovered principally through a sale transaction 
rather than through continuing use. On classification as held for sale, the asset is measured at the lower of its carrying amount and 
fair value less costs to sell. Any write down to fair value less costs to sell is recognised as an impairment loss. Assets which have 
been classified as held for sale are no longer subject to depreciation or amortisation. 
 
 

Accounting Judgements and Estimates 
 

Restrictions on Title 

Due to the diplomatic nature of the overseas property portfolio, some properties have restrictions on title. Restrictions on title vary 
depending on local Government rules and regulations, such as long term title that prohibits the Commonwealth of Australia from 
profiting from sale of land. Whilst the effect of restrictions on some titles can be quantified, there are others that cannot, such as 
those titles held in limited or unsophisticated markets. As part of the valuation process, consideration is given to the restrictions on 
title. 

Assets Under Construction 
Assets under construction (AUC) are recorded at acquisition cost. They include expenditure to date on various capital projects 
carried as AUC. AUC projects are reviewed annually for indicators of impairment and all tangible AUC older than 12 months prior 
to the reporting date are externally revalued to fair value. Intangible AUC is reviewed through an internal monthly process. Prior to 
rollout into service, the accumulated AUC balance is reviewed to ensure accurate capitalisation of built or purchased assets. 
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  2019   2018 
  $'000   $'000 
Note 3.2B: Inventories       
Inventories held for sale       

Finished goods 40,228   46,383 
Total inventories 40,228   46,383 
        
During 2019, $48.415m of inventory held for sale was recognised as an expense (2018: $46.104m) and $0.138m of inventory was 
written off (2018: $0.066m). 

 
Accounting policy 

Inventories held for sale are valued at cost. Costs incurred in bringing each item of inventory to its present location and condition 
include the cost of direct materials and labour plus attributable costs that can be allocated on a reasonable basis. 

 
 
Note 3.2C: Other Non-Financial Assets       
Property prepayments 27,255   28,381 
Other prepayments 34,963   37,877 
Total other non-financial assets 62,218   66,258 
        
No indicators of impairment were identified for other non-financial assets (2018: nil). 

 
  


