CEVAW Submission to International Gender Equality Strategy
1. What are international gender equality priorities?
e Elimination of gender-based violence (GBV)

The cost of violence against women (VAW) is estimated to be 2% of Gross Domestic Product,
or US$1.5 trillion.! The Asia and Pacific regions are no exception to experiencing the costs of
VAW. Over 37% of women in South Asia, 40% of women in South-East Asia and up to 68%
of women in the Pacific have experienced violence at the hands of their partners.? This does
not include experiences of sexual harassment and sexual violence in public spaces, transport,
workplaces, and at the hands of other family members and strangers let alone the psychological
and economic violence experienced by women especially those in vulnerable groups such as

disability, ethnoreligious minority, LGBTQI+, and migrants/refugees.

Investment in higher education as a site for the promotion of domestic and regional design of
research and policy on gender-based violence will create a knowledge-based economy that

achieves social, economic, and political public good.?
¢ International gender equality priorities include regional priorities and norms

The ASEAN Regional Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security, for example, has identified
the need to prioritise educational and research opportunities to promote gender equality within

and across Southeast Asian countries:

Priority Action 3.2.2. Undertake innovative pilot programmes such as “edutainment”
programmes and other public information campaigns and advocacy strategies to ensure

all women and men can feel empowered and supported to report security concerns and
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risks to authorities and have the capacity to mitigate and address risks in their own
spheres of influence and daily practices where appropriate.

Priority Action 3.2.3. Carry out research and analysis to understand the barriers to
women’s full involvement in confidence-building measures, preventive diplomacy,
peacemaking, conflict resolution and post-conflict peacebuilding at local, national and
regional levels, that includes analysis of intersectional variables such as age, race,
ethnicity, disability, etc., to ensure inclusivity and responsiveness to “the diverse needs
of all women. This analysis should also identify enabling factors—delving into success

stories.”

2. What are the most effective approaches for achieving gender equality globally?

To date, most of the research on how to reduce and prevent VAW has not paid attention to the

role of higher education sector investment as informing and driving locally-led research and

ownership of VAW reduction strategies. A recent study on VAW research found that less than

1% of total Official Development Assistance (ODA), globally, goes to violence against women
and girls research or programming, with even less (0.05% of total ODA) spent on research
evaluation. Further investigation into these investments found that none went on to recommend
independent research on VAW, or investment in research outside of existing government
structures.” However, there is a large volume of research demonstrating that sector-specific
higher education investment is vital for building a knowledge economy in a particular industry
or sector and for nurturing local policy entrepreneurs.® Investment in higher education as a
sector essential to build prevention and evidence-based approaches needs to be applied to the
GBYV and VAW sector and embedded in Australian foreign and international development aid

policies.
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To date, the majority of VAW prevention education investment is on comprehensive sexuality
education programmes at the primary/high school/college level.” These investments are
important, but to create leadership in the sectors best placed to create innovative policy and
practice initiatives to reduce VAW (health, legal and justice systems, political institutions and
technology), requires direct investment in building local VAW experts who are trained in how

to build and use evidence to drive change in policy and practice.®

There needs to be investment in cross-institutional higher education research programs, courses
and degrees, and research collaboration that promotes research and knowledge on violence
against women across Southeast Asia and the Pacific. With research-based knowledge and
experience gained through postgraduate education, local experts can lead in data collection,
longitudinal research and research translation to policy. They can stay connected to
international knowledge networks for learning, exchange and policy transfer while also
educating the next generation and creating broader societal awareness through their thought

leadership.

This investment would create momentum for the development of a strong, research-informed
group of policy entrepreneurs across Asia and the Pacific who will advocate, inform, and create
national and local policies for the effective prevention of VAW. It would be directly linked to

the achievement of Australian, and Indo-Pacific, gender equality objectives.
3. How can Australia best support efforts to achieve gender equality internationally?

Transnational networks or epistemic communities are created through educational and research

experiences that have long-lasting effects in terms of normative alignment and change.

The Australian government has invested in gender equality, with a specific focus on ending
sexual and gender-based violence, in the Indo-Pacific region.’ These investments have focused
on humanitarian response, relief and recovery, economic empowerment, advocacy, and data

collection. The missing link in these investments is prioritisation of a sustainable GBV research
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sector capacity across the region. There is a need to invest in building expertise and research
capabilities on gender-based violence in Asia and the Pacific. This requires training a large
number of individuals, through the Australia Awards scheme, who can then return to Asia and
the Pacific to lead higher education programs that can conduct ongoing analysis of frameworks,
evidence, gaps, prevention approaches and policy responses to VAW reduction, prevention,

and protection.

4. What should the government/DFAT consider when developing the new

international gender equality strategy?

Fundamentally social and political change are shaped by knowledge transfer and networks.
Many decision-makers in the region note their higher education experience in Australia and its
enduring impact on their thinking. There are existing Australia Award schemes that have
provided PhD training and research collaboration on, for example, women's roles in the
prevention of Violent Extremism in SEA, that have led to research connections with the
Indonesian government, such as the National Research and Innovation Agency
(Indonesian: Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional, BRIN).!® There are also training schemes,
such as the Australia Award Women’s Leadership Initiative,!! which could serve as a model
for DFAT’s investment in the GBV research sector. These schemes have provided training,
early career research opportunities, and research networks. There is a need to capitalise on
these investments and expand higher education expertise across the region in order to support,
for example, DFAT’s investment in the Gender-Based Violence Platform for Southeast Asia.
We suggest the focus of dedicated Australian Awards for Higher Education and Research on

Gender-Based Violence in three areas:
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1. Masters level and PhD level investment. Focused investment in Gender-Based
Violence research with opportunity for students from the Pacific and Southeast Asia to
enrol in Australian higher education institutions to study gender-based violence, with
financial support for industry internship and fieldwork placements within their home
country. Creation of an alumni network run by the study cohort, but supported by an
Australian research institution, to foster future collaboration.

2. Academic investment. A Fellowship scheme (multiple per year) that support early and
mid-career academics from Southeast Asia and the Pacific, across multiple disciplines,
to visit Australia on ‘secondment’ to higher education institutions conducting best
research and teaching practice in gender-based violence research. Create and foster
cross-institutional learning and research between Australian and Pacific, as well as
Southeast Asia, research institutions.

3. Research investment. Support regional gender-based violence ‘seed’ research projects
on shared areas of interest and focus, i.e. GBV during disasters, GBV and technology,
GBYV and disability, to incentivise research collaboration between Australian, Pacific,

and Southeast Asian higher education research institutions.

This targeted investment would have the benefit of building strong research, research networks
and capacity, and research translation and influence, as well as 'people to people' networks
across Australia and the region from the base of universities and research institutions in the
area of gender-based violence. Which would be unique to this region and complimentary to the
Australian Research Council’s investment in the Centre for the Elimination of Violence

Against Women (CEVAW), of which DFAT is a partner.!?
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