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Supporting a resilient and secure region: 
a reliable partner in uncertain times 
We live in an interconnected world, but what matters most to Australia’s future is our own 
region, the Indo-Pacific.

At a time of heightened global uncertainty, where developing countries are under increasing pressure, 
the Australian Government has worked to rebuild our international development program—ensuring 
Australia remains a partner of choice for the countries in our region.

In 2025–26, Australia will deliver $5.097 billion in Official Development Assistance (ODA), an increase 
of $135.8 million from 2024–25. Our development program is more strategic, effective and responsive, 
ensuring resources are directed where they are needed most. Three-quarters of our total ODA funding 
benefits the Indo-Pacific region—a 40-year record for Australia’s international development program.

Guided by our landmark International Development Policy, we are driving investments in the region 
that reduce poverty, provide rapid and effective humanitarian relief, and deliver health, education, 
economic and social development.

Total

$5.1 billion

Pacific

$2.2 billion

Southeast Asia

$1.3 billion

Image credit clockwise from top left: Ho Thanh Dat (TAJ Media Vietnam) / Australian Volunteers Program, Australia Awards, Jesse Alpert / Belau Submarine Cable Company, Katharina Glynne/Save the Children, DFAT
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We are prioritising 
targeted, high-impact 
investments that build 
resilience and respond to 
our region’s needs, making 
us all more secure.

A stable region in a changing world 
Now we face a new challenge, with traditional development partners 
dramatically reducing ODA levels. While the full impact of these cuts is not 
yet clear, we know there will be consequences for stability and prosperity 
in our region.

Australia is responding to this challenge by reprioritising our development 
investments to bolster support to our region. We are prioritising targeted, 
high-impact investments that build resilience and respond to their needs, 
making us all more secure. We will:

•	 Provide $1 billion over five years to help build economic resilience in 
Pacific and Southeast Asian countries, including expanding access to 
finance for small businesses, creating jobs and strengthening financial 
systems. This will complement our investments in critical infrastructure 
and digital transformation to drive trade and economic stability. 

•	 Maintain our support for climate action through a $355 million package 
over four years to help Pacific and Southeast Asian communities 
withstand climate-related shocks. We are supporting partners, including 
through $179 million to Climate Resilient Communities, meeting our 
target of integrating climate change objectives across the development 
program, and deploying the Australian Development Investments Climate 
Catalyst Window to mobilise private finance for climate solutions.

•	 Deliver an $81 million regional health resilience package over three 
years, building on the Partnerships for a Healthy Region initiative. 
The package will assist Pacific and Southeast Asian nations to continue 
their ability to prevent, detect and respond to disease outbreaks, while 
maintaining essential services for HIV and tuberculosis, maternal and 
child health, family planning, and sexual and reproductive health. 

•	 Provide $100 million over eight years to strengthen Indonesia’s human 
and animal health security and emergency response capacity, as well as 
build resilient health systems.

•	 Commit $370 million over three years to address the rapidly escalating 
humanitarian crisis in Myanmar and continue support for more 
than one million Rohingya refugees and their host communities 
in Bangladesh. 

Divit Rural Training Centre, Visale, West 
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands. Credit: DFAT

Delivering impact with transparency

Since 2022, the Australian Government has 
rebuilt the development program to be more 
effective, transparent and responsive to our 
partners. Development Partnership Plans 
guide our approach. Our new transparency 
portal (AusDevPortal), resumed annual 
reporting to the International Aid Transparency 
Initiative, and annual Performance of 
Australian Development Cooperation reporting 
provide unprecedented transparency of 
ODA investment and performance data, 
ensuring greater accountability.
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The Pacific Australia 
Labour Mobility scheme 
brings approximately 
30,000 Pacific workers 
to Australia each year, 
contributing to our 
economy and boosting 
Pacific economies through 
remittances—estimated at 
$450 million in 2024–25. 

Economic resilience
Australia’s future prosperity is tied to a strong, stable and successful region 
that fosters economic growth, job creation and long-term opportunities. 
Economic resilience goes beyond GDP growth—it’s about jobs, financial 
stability and future opportunities for the next generation. 

As a leading economic partner in the region, Australia drives inclusive and 
sustainable development through policy reform, social protection, trade, 
investment and workforce initiatives. Our investments strengthen regional 
prosperity and economic resilience, helping Australia and our partners 
withstand global economic shocks. 

In 2025–26, Australia’s development program will deliver a $1 billion, 
multi-year economic resilience package across the Pacific and Southeast Asia 
to support fiscal sustainability, financial systems, economic reform, labour 
mobility and skills and job creation. 

This economic resilience package complements Australia’s major investments 
in the economic development of the region. 

Australia’s investments in the Pacific focus on the areas Pacific Island 
countries have identified as most critical to their economic development—
infrastructure, connectivity, tourism, trade, banking and labour mobility. 
The Pacific Australia Labour Mobility (PALM) scheme brings approximately 
30,000 Pacific workers to Australia each year, contributing to our economy and 
boosting Pacific economies through remittances—estimated at $450 million 
in 2024–25. These remittances boost PALM workers’ family incomes and 
local economies while strengthening economic growth of their home 
countries. These remittance flows come on top of Australia’s ODA flows to 
Pacific countries and Timor-Leste. PALM workers build connections between 
Australian businesses and Pacific workers, gain new skills to take back to their 
communities and enhance economic ties between Australia and the Pacific.

In Southeast Asia—forecast to be the world’s fourth-largest economy by 
2040—Australia is committed to building shared prosperity and harnessing the 
opportunities of this dynamic economic transformation. 

Our development investments align with country-led economic priorities, 
including to reduce poverty and inequality. New economic partnerships 
worth $416 million in Indonesia, the Philippines and Timor-Leste will support 
critical policy reforms, accelerate private sector development, expand social 
protection and create skills development opportunities.

We will amplify our development impact through non-ODA investments 
and partnerships. The Government’s 10-year guarantee for Australia and 
New Zealand Banking Group Limited (ANZ) banking in the region ensures 
financial services remain available in nine Pacific countries and Timor-Leste, 
keeping communities connected to Australia and the global financial system. 
This supports trade opportunities, infrastructure investment and financial 
inclusion and continues Australia’s 140-year banking partnership with the 
Pacific. Australia’s new $2 billion Southeast Asia Investment Financing Facility 
and Deal Teams are supporting clean energy and infrastructure development 
to catalyse private Australian investment. In December 2024, Australia 
approved its first investment under the Facility—$75 million for the Singapore 
Government’s Financing Asia’s Transition Partnership (FAST-P) initiative, 
accelerating the region’s clean energy transition.

Australia remains a steadfast partner in regional forums, including the 
Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) economic community, the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC), and as a dialogue partner to the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN).

Thirteen PALM scheme workers from Kiribati  became the 
first graduates of the Australian Government’s PALM Aged 
Care Expansion program. Credit: DFAT
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As a trusted and 
longstanding partner, 
Australia is committed 
to supporting the Pacific 
family in building a 
stronger, more resilient 
region—guided by 
Pacific priorities.

Vika Unga of the Tonga Fire and Emergency 
Services, Tofoa, Tonga. Credit: Teagan Glenane / 
Australian Volunteers Program

Pacific
Australia’s closest neighbours are Pacific Island countries, and their stability, 
security and prosperity are directly tied to our own. As a trusted and 
longstanding partner, Australia is committed to supporting the Pacific family 
in building a stronger, more resilient region—guided by Pacific priorities.

Australia works alongside Pacific governments, communities, and regional 
organisations, delivering Pacific-led, Australian-backed solutions that build 
resilience and support essential service delivery in the face of climate, 
economic and other shocks.

In 2025–26, Australia will deliver a record $2.157 billion in ODA to the Pacific, 
reaffirming our position as the region’s largest and most comprehensive 
development partner. This investment strengthens our bilateral 
relationships, and supports implementation of key agreements, including 
the Tuvalu–Australia Falepili Union, Fiji–Australia Vuvale Partnership 
and Nauru–Australia Treaty.

Australia recognises climate change as the single greatest threat to the 
Pacific’s livelihoods, security and wellbeing. We are supporting the region’s 
transition to renewable energy, its landmark Pacific Resilience Facility, 
and are providing at least $1.3 billion (2020–25) in climate finance to 
help Pacific nations adapt to the effects of climate change and protect 
vulnerable communities. Australia is also progressing the Pacific Climate 
Infrastructure Financing Partnership, investing in off-grid and community-
scale renewable energy in remote Pacific communities. This support reflects 
our commitment to helping Pacific nations protect their environment, 
economies and people from climate risks. 
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A strong Pacific economy means a more secure region. Australia’s 
investments support economic resilience, job creation and essential 
services, ensuring Pacific communities have the skills and financial 
resources they need to ensure stability in an uncertain world.

We have committed at least $296 million over four years in budget support 
to help our neighbours respond to shocks, strengthen economic resilience 
and sovereignty, and deliver essential services. This includes a multi-year 
commitment of $85 million to Tonga over the next four years, reflecting the 
trust between our two countries.

Australia will invest up to $229.5 million over six years for the new Pacific 
Australia Skills program, providing Australian-recognised qualifications and 
employment pathways to strengthen the region’s workforce. Australia’s 
longstanding skills investments have seen more than 20,000 graduates build 
job-ready Pacific workforces, helping meet the region’s demand for more 
tailored and flexible skills—critical as countries in the region navigate the 
local impacts of global uncertainties.

Reliable financial access is critical to economic stability. Australia is 
working with banks and Pacific governments to maintain banking 
services in the Pacific, key to trade, investment and financial inclusion. 
We are supporting Pacific partners to comply with international banking 
regulations and develop digital identity tools, improving financial inclusion 
and reducing risks. We are also partnering with the Commonwealth 
Bank of Australia to provide banking services in Nauru as part of the 
transformational Nauru–Australia Treaty.

Listening to and respecting Pacific priorities, and supporting Pacific 
regionalism, is fundamental to our partnerships, which help drive regional 
cooperation, economic self-reliance, and stronger governance—ensuring 
Pacific nations can shape their own futures. As part of this commitment, 
Australia has pledged $660 million over three years to the World Bank’s 
International Development Association’s replenishment, which will support 
increased resources for Pacific Island countries to invest in infrastructure, 
economic resilience and social services. 

Community members, volunteers and Australian 
Volunteers Program staff, during a knowledge exchange 
session in Pusiju community, as part of the Indigenous 
Conservation Knowledge Exchange, Solomon Islands. 
Credit: Rosie Goslett-King / Australian Volunteers

Wilson, a coral gardener adds newly collected heat 
resilient corals to a nursery in Fiji. This is part of 
Kyeema’s CRxN supported project, Community-
led Coral Reef Restoration: Community, Corals and 
Chickens. Credit: Kyeema

Spotlight

Nauru–Australia Treaty 

Nauru is one of Australia’s closest Pacific partners. In 2025–26, Nauru is 
scheduled to graduate from ODA-recipient status. Australia’s commitment 
to Nauru’s long-term economic resilience and our collective security will 
continue. Under the comprehensive Nauru-Australia Treaty, Australia will 
provide fiscal certainty to the Nauru Government, enabling it to invest 
in its own future economic stability—for example, by making deeper 
investments in education and health. The Treaty will support Nauru’s 
policing and security needs, including recruitment, training and critical 
infrastructure investment. Australia will also ensure Nauruans have ongoing 
access to vital banking services that connect it to the global financial 
system and enable Nauru to trade. Recognising our intertwined security 
interests, Australia and Nauru have also committed to mutually agree on 
engagement in Nauru’s security, banking and telecommunications sectors 
and to consult on engagement in other critical infrastructure. The Treaty 
reflects Australia’s enduring commitment to regional security, economic 
resilience and development cooperation—ensuring Nauru’s long-term 
stability beyond ODA.

Celebration of the 56th Anniversary of Independence 
and the 77th Anniversary of the Returnees from Chuuk at 
Government House, Yaren District, Nauru. Credit: DFAT
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We have enduring 
connections – through 
geography, trade, history 
and people – and a shared 
vision for a peaceful, 
stable and prosperous 
region.

The Climate Resilient by Nature Mekong project 
is working with local communities in Long An 
Province to pilot flood-based livelihood strategies. 
This includes working with farmers like Mr Dien 
to transition to a nature-positive farming model. 
Here, Mr Dien is inspecting his floating rice crops. 
Credit: WWF-Australia/Veronica Joseph

Deepening engagement with 
Southeast Asia 
Nowhere better encapsulates opportunities and challenges than the region 
to our north: Southeast Asia. We have enduring connections – through 
geography, trade, history and people – and a shared vision for a peaceful, 
stable and prosperous region, with ASEAN at the centre. 

We are deepening Australia’s development partnerships with Southeast 
Asia. In 2025–26, Australia will deliver $1.28 billion in ODA to the region. We 
will continue to evolve our support to meet mutual priorities – including 
climate change, inclusive and sustainable growth, health security, 
and resilient communities.

Australia will continue our efforts to address climate change. Under the 
Mekong-Australia Partnership, up to $40 million will be provided over four 
years to civil society organisations working on gender-inclusive climate 
action, recognising that women and girls are disproportionately impacted 
by climate-related humanitarian crises. In Cambodia and Vietnam, 
we are increasing long-term investment in climate change adaptation 
and water management.

Human development and social inclusion remain core to our partnerships. 
In Indonesia, a new $100 million health resilience initiative will build 
resilient health systems, improve maternal and neonatal healthcare, and 
strengthen human and animal health security, including by funding the 
World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 
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Through a range of 
ODA and non-ODA 
programs, Australia is 
helping regional partners 
build greater economic 
sovereignty and resilience 
to external shocks.

We will continue to 
evolve our support to 
meet mutual priorities – 
including climate change, 
inclusive and sustainable 
growth, health security, 
and resilient communities.

Through the Mekong-Australia Partnership and ACIAR, Australia 
supported the design and construction of the fish passage at 
Sleng Dam, Siem Reap district. Credit: ACIAR

Australian Climate Change Ambassador, Kristen Tilley, with staff from Xurya, an ADI 
portfolio company, next to a recently installed solar project in Jakarta.Credit: DFAT

Timor-Leste is one of our closest neighbours. We are investing in its future 
and responding to its emerging needs. The Timor-Leste–Australia Labour 
Mobility and Skills Partnership will provide $48.6 million to equip Timorese 
workers with job-ready skills, including a new recruitment and training 
centre in Dili and enhanced access to Australian-recognised qualifications. 
We will provide $80 million over four years for gender and disability inclusive 
health care and education. 

In the Philippines, a new $40 million program will help tackle poverty and 
inequality through social protection schemes. We will continue to invest in 
basic health to support the people of Myanmar. These investments will be 
accompanied by a new humanitarian package to deliver lifesaving food, 
health and protection services.  

We will deepen our people-to-people and institutional linkages. Through 
the Southeast Asia–Australia Government-to-Government Partnerships 
program, Australian and Southeast Asian government agencies will build 
relationships and strengthen policy and technical capability.

Spotlight

Supporting jobs, economic development and private 
sector growth

Inclusive, sustainable economic growth is a shared priority for Australia and 
the region. Through a range of ODA and non-ODA programs, Australia is 
helping regional partners build greater economic sovereignty and resilience 
to external shocks. Implementation of Invested: Australia’s Southeast Asia 
Economic Strategy to 2040 is contributing to the region’s infrastructure, clean 
energy, food and agriculture, and education and skills needs.

In 2025–26, we will launch a series of development investments to promote 
equitable growth. In the Philippines, two new initiatives will boost private 
sector development, economic reform, and skills development. 

In Indonesia, a new phase of Prospera and Katalis partnerships will support 
sustainable economic transformation, digital development and new 
business and skills partnerships.
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Australia is investing in 
health in our region to 
support more resilient 
communities, improve 
health outcomes and 
save lives. 

South and Central Asia   
Australia is strengthening its partnerships across South and Central Asia, 
providing $356.8 million in 2025–26 to address transboundary challenges, 
enhance economic security, and support long-term regional stability. 
Guided by a regional Development Partnership Plan, our investments 
focus on skills development, infrastructure, trade, water resources and 
agriculture, leveraging Australian expertise to drive sustainable growth. 

We continue to prioritise humanitarian needs, particularly for women 
and children in crisis settings, working with UN agencies and civil society 
partners to deliver life-saving assistance. To boost economic resilience, 
Australia is increasing Australia Awards scholarships for the region and 
investing in targeted skills programs, including a $3 million technical and 
vocational education and training initiative in Bangladesh and a $3 million 
women’s economic empowerment program in Sri Lanka. 

An expanded regional connectivity program will provide technical 
assistance and training to help South Asian governments to manage 
quality infrastructure, fostering greater regional economic integration. In 
the Maldives we will enhance climate resilience through a $5 million coral 
reef conservation initiative, protecting critical ecosystems that support 
livelihoods and tourism.

Professional cookery skills development in Sri Lanka.  
Credit: Skills for Inclusive Growth Program

Strengthening health systems for a 
safer, more resilient region
Strong health systems are essential for regional stability, economic 
resilience, and disaster preparedness. The Indo-Pacific faces ongoing health 
resilience challenges, including worsening HIV crises in several countries, 
and vulnerability to disease outbreaks and future pandemics.

Australia is increasing its health investments to ensure our region is 
better equipped to prevent, detect, and respond to disease threats, while 
improving access to essential services and promoting health for all. 

Enhancing health emergency preparedness and response

Australia will invest in strengthened public health capability in our region, 
to ensure timely, effective responses to health threats. Australia will support 
improved health surveillance systems, laboratory testing and diagnostics, 
and vaccination programs. 

Strengthening health services 

Australia is investing in health in our region to support more resilient 
communities, improve health outcomes and save lives. In 2025-26, we will 
work with partner governments and civil society to support continuity of 
essential service delivery, including for HIV and Tuberculosis, maternal and 
child health, and sexual and reproductive health. 

Building a healthier future – for all 

Australia will integrate health resilience into regional development strategies 
and ensure our investments are partner-led and work with partners to 
address the needs of vulnerable populations. By addressing urgent needs 
now, Australia is strengthening regional preparedness, ensuring our 
partners are better equipped to manage future health challenges.

Female students of Aruligo SDA Community 
School receive their human papillomavirus 
vaccines. Credit: DFAT
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We continue to use ODA 
strategically to mobilise 
additional private and 
philanthropic finance for 
climate action.

Elizabeth Atasi harvests sea grapes in Sairagi, Solomon 
Islands as part of WWF-Pacific’s work – supported by 
CRxN - to enhance the functionality of climate critical 
ecosystems. Credit: WWF-Pacific / Torn Parachute

Climate action
Recognising the impact climate change has on development outcomes, 
Australia is continuing our strong support for climate action to help Pacific 
and Southeast Asian communities withstand climate-related shocks. 

We continue to use ODA strategically to mobilise additional private and 
philanthropic finance for climate action. Through Australian Development 
Investments, our new $126 million Climate Catalyst Window for Southeast 
Asia, South Asia and the Pacific will unlock private sector investment in 
clean energy, adaptation, and resilience solutions. 

Australia’s International Development Association’s 2025–2028 
replenishment pledge includes a strong focus on climate mitigation and 
adaption in low-income and vulnerable countries.

Advancing opportunities for all 
Advancing gender equality and disability equity reflects Australia’s values 
and is a national interest. It creates opportunities for everyone to thrive and 
makes our region more prosperous, secure, resilient, and inclusive. 

Our commitment to leaving no one behind is affirmed in Australia’s 
International Disability Equity and Rights Strategy and International 
Gender Equality Strategy.

Through these strategies, we are expanding existing efforts that drive 
tangible outcomes. For example, we are increasing support for preventing 
sexual and gender-based violence, including through Pacific Strong: 
Amplifying Action to End Violence against Women and Girls, a new 
$25 million initiative supporting Pacific crisis support centres. We are also 
increasing access to essential assistive technology across our region. 

In 2024, Australia introduced a new performance target for disability 
equity—60 per cent of development and humanitarian investments 
performing effectively on disability equity by 2026 and 70 per cent by 
2030. This complements our target of 80 per cent of development and 
humanitarian investments performing effectively on gender equality. 

In 2023–24, Australia invested over $2.3 billion in programs and initiatives 
that advanced gender equality, and more than $1.5 billion in projects that 
supported disability equity and rights.

Staff of the Centre for Improving Qualified Activities 
in the Life of People with Disabilities, in Bantul, 
Jogjakarta, Indonesia. Credit: Harjono Djoyobisono 
/ Australian Volunteers
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ANCP: strengthening Australia’s engagement in 
development 
For the past 50 years, the Australian Non-Government Organisation Cooperation Program 
(ANCP) has driven impactful community-based development outcomes across a wide range 
of sectors, including education, health, water and sanitation, food security and economic 
development. As funding cuts by major aid donors creates unprecedented uncertainty in our 
region, Australia remains committed to supporting local partner organisations deliver essential 
services to partner communities across the Indo-Pacific and around the world. We are providing 
the ANCP with temporary additional flexibility to help them work with partners to adjust to 
direct impacts from cuts to international development assistance by other donors.

2023–24 ANCP outcomes

382 projects delivered 
across 51 countries, 
with 73 per cent of 

funding directed to the 
Indo-Pacific region

More than 50 
accredited Australian 
NGOs and over 2,000 
local organisations 

Approximately 
4.1 million people 

reached through ANCP-
supported initiatives

Key deliverables: 

3 million+ 
people gained 

improved access to 
health services  

50,000+ 
people reached with 
new or improved social 
protection programs  

600,000+ 
people benefitted 
from better drinking 
water and sanitation  

45,000+ 
women supported 
to assume political, 

economic, and community 
leadership roles

200,000+ 
people benefitted 

from increased access 
to sufficient food 

30,000+ 
additional girls 
and boys enrolled 

in school 
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The Australian 
Infrastructure Financing 
Facility for the Pacific 
is delivering secure 
and reliable digital 
connectivity to remote 
island nations.

Infrastructure: strengthening 
connectivity 
Digital connectivity is a priority for Australia in the Pacific, recognising 
the significant economic and development benefits of a well-connected, 
resilient digital ecosystem. In line with the Lagatoi Declaration, Australia 
supports the Pacific’s digital development through investments in undersea 
cable connectivity as well as support to expand digital access, capacity 
building and cyber resilience, and digital safety and regulatory reforms. 

The Australian Infrastructure Financing Facility for the Pacific (AIFFP) is 
delivering secure and reliable digital connectivity to remote island nations. 
This includes the East Micronesia Cable, the Tuvalu Vaka Cable, the Tonga 
Hawaiki Branch System, the Palau ECHO Branch System, as well as the 
earlier Coral Sea Cable System. Resilient digital networks mean Pacific 
communities can maintain critical communication channels, including 
during emergencies, and take advantage of the economic and human 
development opportunities this connectivity can support. As a result of 
these investments, and our work with likeminded development partners, 
by the end of this year, every Pacific Island country will have undersea 
telecommunications cable connectivity. 

Australia is also working with Pacific partners to reform legislative and 
regulatory frameworks to improve digital safety and mitigate the risk 
of online harm. DFAT’s new Cable Connectivity and Resilience Centre 
complements this, drawing on Australia’s expertise to provide technical 
assistance and research to support reform across the region.

Belau Submarine Cable Company cable laying in Republic 
of Palau, as part of the AIFFP’s Palau Submarine Cable 
Branch System Project. Credit: Jesse Alpert / Belau 
Submarine Cable Company

Investing in education and skills for a 
resilient Indo-Pacific 
Education is a driver of economic growth and social resilience. Australia is 
aligning education investments with regional workforce needs, ensuring 
stronger skills development and leadership pathways.

In 2025–26, Australia will invest $572.4 million in education, reflecting 
Australia’s sustained commitment to human development in our 
region and globally. We are strengthening learning outcomes and 
ensuring education remains accessible, inclusive and responsive to 
evolving workforce demands.

Australia is expanding access to its world-class education sector, and 
building leadership, expertise and institutional ties across the region, by 
providing more than 1,500 long-term Australia Awards scholarships in 2025, 
and increasing funding for Australia Awards in Indonesia, Papua New Guinea 
and the Mekong region. Through Australia Awards Fellowships, we are also 
supporting mid-to-senior level professionals from across the Indo-Pacific 
undertake short-term educational placements that address bilateral and 
multi-country development priorities.

Australia will renew its investment in long-standing Pacific education and 
skills partnerships, including the Vanuatu-Australia Education and Skills 
Partnership and Pacific-Australia Skills. We will also strengthen workforce 
readiness through vocational training and skills development across the 
Pacific and Southeast Asia.

Australia Awards Scholars connect at an event in 
Canberra. Credit: Australia Awards

11AU S T R A L I A ’ S  O F F I C I A L  D E V E LO PM E N T  A S S I S TA N C E  B U D G E T  S UMM A R Y  2 0 2 5 – 2 6



We will maintain our 
investment in critical 
capabilities including 
humanitarian supplies 
and emergency medical 
and disaster response 
teams, ensuring Australia 
is ready to assist when 
partner governments 
request support.

Australia supported a delivery of humanitarian supplies in 
Laos as a part of prepositioning activities requested by the 
Laos Government. Credit: DFAT

Humanitarian action and 
peacebuilding: Responding to global 
humanitarian need
Australia has an abiding commitment to helping others in crisis, which 
keeps our region secure and our people safe.

In 2025–26, Australia will increase humanitarian assistance to an 
estimated $709 million, supporting effective responses to conflict, 
global displacement, and disasters across the region. A new $370 million 
multi-year package will address rapidly escalating humanitarian need in 
Myanmar and continue to support more than one million Rohingya refugees 
and their host communities in Bangladesh.

Australia will provide more than $136 million in predictable funding to 
global and Australian partners to strengthen disaster preparedness and 
crisis response. We will maintain our investment in critical capabilities 
including humanitarian supplies and emergency medical and disaster 
response teams, ensuring Australia is ready to assist when partner 
governments request support. The Humanitarian Emergency Fund of 
$150 million will continue to support our response to protracted crises and 
rapid onset emergencies.

Australia will invest an additional $11.5 million in strengthening the global 
humanitarian system, driving reform to make it more effective, inclusive and 
responsive to evolving crises.
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We are building readiness 
and preparedness, 
responding to crises and 
disasters with support 
that meets needs and 
protects the most 
vulnerable, and reinforces 
the international 
humanitarian system.

We will continue our investment in peacebuilding, to assist with country 
stability in our region and around the world, and in turn contribute to 
Australia’s security and prosperity. In 2024, we increased our annual 
contribution to the UN Peacebuilding Fund to $15 million and will continue 
to enhance Australia’s global leadership and advocacy during Australia’s 
term on the Peacebuilding Commission in 2025 and 2026. 

Australia’s humanitarian assistance is underpinned by Australia’s new 
Humanitarian Policy, published in October 2024. The policy outlines the 
role Australia will play when need is outstripping the world’s capacity to 
respond, and disregard for international law is increasing. We are building 
readiness and preparedness, responding to crises and disasters with 
support that meets needs and protects the most vulnerable, and reinforces 
the international humanitarian system.

Spotlight

Humanitarian assistance for Myanmar and Bangladesh

Australia’s $370 million investment over three years for a new 
phase of assistance to Myanmar and Bangladesh demonstrates 
our commitment to addressing one of the world’s largest and most 
complex humanitarian crises.

In Myanmar, 19.9 million people—twenty times more than before the 
coup— need humanitarian assistance. Many face conflict, displacement 
and food insecurity. In Bangladesh, over one million Rohingya refugees 
are dependent on humanitarian aid. Worsening conditions in Cox’s Bazar 
have increased malnutrition, protection concerns for women and girls and 
are driving irregular migration. Safe, voluntary and dignified repatriation of 
Rohingya refugees to Myanmar remains unviable. 

Australia’s support provides a lifeline for these communities, through 
funding food, health and protection services, and supporting measures to 
mitigate security risks, including transnational crime, narcotics production, 
and irregular migration. We are helping save lives while addressing the root 
causes of instability and displacement in Australia’s region. 

Humanitarian partners and UN development agency core funding tables

A two-year old girl born in a refugee camp in Cox’s 
Bazar is supported by a case worker funded through the 
Australian Humanitarian Partnership. Credit: Rubina Alee 
/ Save the Children

Humanitarian Partners - core funding*
2025–26  

Budget Estimate  
$m

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 27.5

UN Central Emergency Response Fund (UNCERF) 11.0

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 25.0

UN Office of the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)

10.0

UN Relief & Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East (UNRWA)

20.0

World Food Programme (WFP) 40.0

Support to UN development agencies - core 
funding*

2025–26  
Budget Estimate  

$m

UN Women 7.8

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 19.0

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 9.5

United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS 
(UNAIDS)

5.0

World Health Organization (WHO) 15.0

*The tables above represent core funding. Australia provides additional funding to partners through global, regional and country programs.
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Table 1: Australian ODA allocations by country, regional and global programs

Country, Regional and Global 
Programs

2024–25  
Budget Estimate  

$m

2025–26  
Budget Estimate 

$m

Cook Islandsi 2.0 2.0

Federated States of Micronesia 3.1 3.6

Fiji 54.0 64.0

Kiribati 26.1 26.1

Nauruii 25.9 25.9

Niue and Tokelau 1.9 1.9

Papua New Guinea 500.0 500.0

Republic of the Marshall Islands 2.1 2.6

Republic of Palau 2.1 2.6

Samoa 29.0 30.0

Solomon Islands 103.6 103.6

Tonga 22.1 27.1

Tuvalu 26.0 26.0

Vanuatu 50.0 50.0

Pacific Regional 703.9 705.6

Pacific (non-ODA) 2.0 2.0

Pacific (ODA) 1,549.8 1,569.0

ASEAN and Mekong 97.6 95.7

Cambodia 48.9 49.9

Indonesia 312.1 319.3

Laos 24.1 26.1

Myanmar 42.1 45.1

Philippines 70.4 71.4

Timor-Leste 82.8 99.7

Vietnam 64.2 65.2

Southeast Asia Regional 90.7 70.9

Southeast Asia 832.9 843.3

Afghanistan 50.0 50.0

Bangladesh 30.8 31.8

Bhutan 2.1 2.1

Maldives 3.0 3.0

Mongolia 5.6 5.6

Nepal 9.1 9.1

Sri Lanka 16.0 16.0

South and Central Asia Regional 14.3 17.9

South and Central Asia 130.9 135.5

Middle East and North Africa 20.0 20.0

Sub-Saharan Africa 15.0 15.0

Middle East and Africa 35.0 35.0

Country and Regional Programs (non-ODA) 2.0 2.0

Country and Regional Programs (ODA) 2,548.6 2,582.8

i	 Cook Islands has graduated from the OECD Development Assistance Committee list of ODA-eligible countries. Allocations and flows for Cook Islands are not included in Total ODA.
ii	 2025–26 allocations and flows to Nauru may change subject to Nauru’s ODA eligibility status from 1 January 2026.

Country, Regional and Global 
Programs

2024–25  
Budget Estimate  

$m

2025–26  
Budget Estimate 

$m

Climate Change and Environment 144.4 144.4

Gender Equality, Disability and 
Social Inclusion

102.3 104.3

Disaster Risk Reduction, 
Preparedness and Response

60.8 64.0

Global Humanitarian Partnerships 123.5 123.5

Protracted Crises and Strengthening 
Humanitarian Action

156.2 167.7

Humanitarian Emergency Fund 150.0 150.0

Humanitarian, Emergencies  
and Refugees

490.5 505.3

Contributions to Global Health 
Programs

194.2 156.0

Regional Health Security 118.4 156.6

Regional and Global Health 312.6 312.6

Education Partnerships 49.6 22.1

Scholarships 68.1 68.1

Education and Scholarships 117.7 90.2

Cyber Cooperation 7.9 6.0

Debt Relief 51.3 46.8

Global, Peace and Security 
Contributions

119.5 92.3

National and Economic Resilience 
Partnerships

39.2 32.7

National and Economic Resilience 217.8 177.8

Australian Volunteers Program 25.0 27.0

Global NGO Programs 145.4 149.4

NGOs, Volunteers and Community 
Programs

170.4 176.4

International Development 
Association (IDA)

180.8 247.7

Asian Development Fund (ADF) 113.4 96.5

Multilateral Development Banks 294.2 344.2

Development Effectiveness and 
Research

15.1 17.6

UN, Commonwealth and Other 
International Organisations

38.9 25.9

Cross Regional and Global Programs 1,903.9 1,898.7

Other Government Departments 258.2 361.9

Departmental (ODA) 300.8 303.9

Adjustments -50.0 -50.00

Total ODA 4,961.5 5,097.3

Development Support to OECD DAC 
Graduated Countries (non-ODA)

2.0 2.0

Grand Total 4,963.5 5,099.3

All 2024–25 and 2025–26 Budget figures are estimates. Due to rounding, discrepancies may occur between sums of the component items and totals.		
OGD figures include estimated ODA grant equivalents on AIFFP loans based on scheduled disbursements (subject to the terms of loans).
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Table 2: Australian ODA by country and region of benefit

Country or Region
2024–25 

Budget Estimate 
$m

2025–26 
Budget Estimate  

$m

Cook Islandsi  2.0  2.0 

Federated States of Micronesia  4.7  11.4 

Fiji  123.1  123.1 

Kiribati  44.0  39.5 

Nauruii  46.0  46.0 

Niue and Tokelau  2.3  2.5 

Papua New Guinea  637.4  707.0 

Republic of the Marshall Islands  4.1  4.3 

Republic of Palauiii  11.9  7.5 

Samoa  51.8  51.8 

Solomon Islands  171.2  170.9 

Tonga  44.9  69.7 

Tuvaluiv  86.7  47.0 

Vanuatu  83.2  85.6 

Pacific Regional  738.3  790.4 

Pacific (non-ODA)  2.0  2.0 

Pacific (ODA)  2,049.6  2,156.7 

Cambodia  83.7  87.8 

Indonesia  353.7  351.4 

Laos  53.2  55.1 

Myanmar  121.4  124.8 

Philippines  94.2  94.4 

Timor-Leste  123.3  135.9 

Vietnam  95.7  96.6 

Southeast Asia Regional  330.4  334.0 

Southeast  Asia  1,255.6  1,280.0 

i	 Cook Islands has graduated from the OECD Development Assistance Committee list of ODA-eligible countries. Allocations and flows for Cook Islands are not included in Total ODA.
ii	 2025–26 allocations and flows to Nauru may change subject to Nauru’s ODA eligibility status from 1 January 2026.
iii	 2024–25 flows to Republic of Palau include funding from the Pacific Aviation program. Final 2025–26 flows to Republic of Palau from this program are still to be determined.
iv	 One-year funding of $50 million was provided in 2024–25 to support Tuvalu to secure its first undersea telecommunications cable.
v	 2025–26 figures for estimated flows from ADF have been disaggregated to support transparency of flows to the Asia-Pacific region.

Country or Region
2024–25 

Budget Estimate 
$m

2025–26 
Budget Estimate  

$m

Afghanistan  50.0  50.0 
Bangladesh  106.9  110.3 
Bhutan  4.7  6.2 
Maldives  4.8  6.4 
Mongolia  10.0  10.6 
Nepal  26.1  25.4 
Pakistan  12.6  11.5 
Sri Lanka  23.9  26.8 
South and Central Asia Regional  103.1  109.7 

South and Central Asia  342.1  356.8 
Middle East and North Africa  65.0  60.8 
Sub-Saharan Africa  101.5  92.5 

Middle East and Africa  166.4  153.3 
Caribbean  0.5  0.3 
Latin America  1.5  0.9 

Latin America and the Caribbean  2.0  1.2 

Asian Development Fund (ADF) 
contributions to Asia-Pacific region 
(excluding amounts attributable to 
regions listed above)v 

 48.2 

Core contributions to multilateral 
organisations and other ODA not / not 
yet attributable to particular countries 
or regions at time of publication

 1,145.8  1,101.1 

Total ODA  4,961.5  5,097.3 

Development Support to OECD DAC 
Graduated Countries (non-ODA)

 2.0  2.0 

Grand Total  4,963.5  5,099.3 

Table 3: Australian ODA delivered by other government departments 

Government Department

ODA delivered 
directly from 

appropriations 
$m

ODA delivered 
in partnership 

with DFAT
$m

Total  ODA
$m 

Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry 

 17.3  3.5  20.7 

Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural 
Research 

 118.9  9.2  128.1 

Australian Federal Police  46.2  7.5  53.7 

Employment and Workplace 
Relations 

 8.9  -    8.9 

Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation

 -    9.8  9.8 

Export Finance Australia*  131.5  -    131.5 

Health  16.5  3.7  20.2 

Treasury  9.5  3.4  12.8 

States and Territories  0.2  5.9  6.1 

Other  13.0  50.0  63.0 

Total ODA delivered by other 
government departments 

 361.9  92.8  454.8 

*	 Represents grant equivalent of loans for the Australian Infrastructure Financing Facility for the Pacific 
(AIFFP) administered by Export Finance Australia.

 Table 4: Total ODA Sector Flows

Sector
2025–26 

Budget Estimate  
$m

Governance  1,210.2 

Economic Infrastructure and Services  821.1 

Humanitarian  709.0 

Multisector and General Development Support  704.5 

Health  646.6 

Education  572.4 

Agriculture, Trade and other Production Sectors  433.5 

Grand Total  5,097.3 

 Table 5: Australian ODA Projected Forward Estimates

Financial Year Estimate $m

2025–26 5,097

2026–27 5,311

2027–28 5,271

2028–29 5,348

All 2024–25 and 2025–26 Budget figures are estimates. Due to rounding, discrepancies may occur 
between sums of the component items and totals.
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